." JAN/FEB 2024

. VOL.50 NO.3

2 President’s Corner/ £Ef@D
3 TheBazaarisBack! / N\F—hR->TIF 9!

4  Our New Centre Manager /
FLwE E—TR—Tv—

4 EJCAWelcomesthe New Year 2024!/
2024 FDFHEDDZ FLT!

6 Centre Clean Up! / REEDKIFRR!

6 Join the Fun with Japanese Exchange Students! /
BARABZEC—HEICELDD!

7 YoungAdult EJCAMeet Up/
EJCAVY I TSIV =TT

7 Matsuno Kai / #AD&

8 Girls’ Day End Period Poverty Campaign /
UBRDEBOBERBHE T v R—>

9 KakehashiFall 2023/ A4 /\>- 70282023
12 Hinamatsuri / 750D

12 Take a Haiku Break! / fE TEIRE!

14 Library Corner / IZEEED

16 Bukatsu! / &B5E!

16 Tsume #16 /55IFiH #16

17 Editor's Note / fRE%EE

18 Advertisements / [R5

19 About EJCA and Moshi Moshi /
EJCALHLBHLICDOWT




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Paul Fujishige

Every new year brings the hope for renewal and
prosperity. Whatever our experience of 2023, most of
us hope that 2024 will be better.

A wonderful start to 2024 occurred on January 6th with our
annual New Year’s party with a capacity crowd. Several talented
local chefs prepared some delicious Japanese meals. There were
games and lots of prizes. Many thanks to EJCA Board members
and other EJCA members who organized this family celebration.
Special thanks to Harry, our emcee for the evening and Mr.
Hiromichi Matsuo, the new Deputy Consul-General who came from
Calgary.

| believe that a better 2024 can happen when we each take a
personal responsibility to conduct ourselves in a manner that is
enhancing and builds others up. Too much of our society these
days is focused on tearing apart. Hate and fear seems rampant
on social media and in our political discourse. Often this hatred is
cloaked in anonymity.

Some of our members have been the target of hate by strangers
who only see physical appearances. Even if no physical harmis
done, the emotional consequences of being a target of hate can be
traumatic.

My hope for 2024 is that we begin to work deliberately and closely
with other citizens to combat hate through education and our own
personal actions. The recent John Humphrey Centre for Peace and
Human Rights Global Convention (Ignite Change!) illustrated that
targets of hate are diverse but have a lot in common. Dialogue has
started to look at moving from discussion to collaborative action.

Several CARE members were able to take A.RT. training last
October. Anti-Racism Response Training provides individual
bystander training to help people learn how to best react and
diffuse racial discrimination situations they observe. It is an
empowering process since it provides concrete and empowering
strategies.

Between October 4th to 6th, 2024, EJCA will be hosting the

NAJC (National Association of Japanese Canadians) National
Conference. One of the primary themes will be on anti-racism

and we will be working with several groups to raise awareness.
We will also be highlighting the legacy of Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi.
More details of the conference will appear in future issues of Moshi
Moshi.

Hopefully 2024 will be a year filled with good health, good luck

and much joy and happiness. Remember, everyone has gifts and
when we share them with others, our community becomes a better
place. Take care.
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The Bazaar is Back!

Bazaar Work Group

Mark your calendars for the 2024 Spring Bazaar! Once again, EJCA
will host bringing wonderful wares and delicious fare to our local
community.

April 13,2024
1lam-4 pm

Ahead of the event, we’re looking for participants and there are
four ways to get involved:

Apply to be a vendor

We’re looking for members and businesses to bring their best food,
drink or goods. Tables will be available for your setup and are free
for EJCA members ($25 for non-members). You keep 100% of your
sales.

Donate to our silent auction

Members and businesses are invited to sponsor items for our silent
auction. As thanks for your generosity, we will include your name
or logo in our promotions for the bazaar.

Showcase your club or group

We’re very proud of our clubs and groups at EJCA and would love
to have your group take the stage to show our community what
you’re all about.

Volunteer
We need a few folks to help set up, coordinate, and tear down, and
would greatly appreciate your help!

Register by February 15
For more information and to preregister, visit
https://forms.gle/KZRNT8LmMMLjVmKh19

Stay tuned for more exciting details!
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Our New Centre Manager

My name is Ai Nakamura and | am the new centre manager for
EJCA.

I was born in Hokkaido, Japan and raised in Chiba-city. After
spending a summer in California, | came to Canada as an
international student in the 90's. | came to Edmonton about 2 and
a half years ago, after spending 5 years in Ontario and 20
years in Quebec.

| became an EJCA member to connect with
Japanese people living in Edmonton. | speak and
write fluently in Japanese and English, I am also
able to communicate, read and write in French.

| am a wife, and mother of 3 energetic and athletic
children, and I also love animals, as | have some
volunteer experiences with animal rescue. In my
spare time, | enjoy playing the piano, listening to
classic and jazz music, and drawing and painting.

If you ever need someone to talk to about parenting, life, etc.,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me during my office hours!

EJCA Welcomes the New Year 2024!

Sanae Ohki, Ai Nakamura and Stefan Grossmann

On January 6th, 2024, over 120 EJCA members, guests, friends
and family came together to celebrate the New Year at the Centre.
Ajam-packed agenda with lots of food, activities and laughter
awaited the guests.

We started the evening with a social hour, where guests could settle
in and enjoy Sake, Wine or Beer from the usual well-stocked bar,
run again by Yoko Azumaya and lan Shattler. The punch prepared
by Dave Mitsui was tasty and the appetizers were great!

Our master of ceremony for the evening, Haritosh (Harry) Joshi
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did a wonderful job in introducing the program and keeping us

on track. Before food was served, Stefan introduced an EJCA
community version of ‘Ogura Hyakunin Isshu Karuta, and soon
everyone in the hall started looking for their “partners” sharing the
same traditional poem.

EJCA President, Paul Fujishige, gave a brief welcome remarks and
at this opportunity introduced our (relatively) new Centre Manager,
Ai Nakamura, to the audience. Our special guest of honour, Mr.
Hiromichi Matsuo, the Deputy Consul-General, who made it all

the way up from Calgary, thanked us for the opportunity to enjoy
traditional Ozoni soup with our community, and reminded us of
the recent Noto earthquake tragedy in Ishikawa prefecture—where
we are all still shocked at this point about the growing loss of life
and property. Incidentally, Global News was present to interview
some of our attendees and exchange students in light of these
recent events.

The eclectic food options (counting to about 20 variations)

were delightful and one dish was as delicious as the next, from
chirashizushi to thimble cookies. We had skipped the traditional
potluck-style event of previous years in favour of food being
provided by our own EJCA chefs and arranged into bento boxes
(osechi). Each of us got two bento boxes!

New origami masters were found as well, as one challenge of the
evening was to come up with new designs and possibly even craft a
dragon, given that 2024 is the year of the dragon.

Another highlight of the evening came to shine in the form of our
very own Stefan Nasedkin, who introduced us to the art of English
rakugo and gave us some hilarious interpretations of a geisha and
rickshaw drivers!

We closed the evening with handing out door prizes, including a
special flower arrangement

in jiyuka style by Ildiké and Lénard Grossmann, and in
congratulating the kimono and yukata wearers, adults and kids
alike, who made this event extra festive.

No event like this would even be remotely possible without our
many volunteers, so we would like to thank all of you for your
dedication and engagement, before, through and after the event.
40 attendees volunteered their time! This is a new EJCA record!

«  Ashout out to Michiko Maruyama who captured the
spirit of the evening in wonderful photos which we like to
share with you in this album: https://photos.app.goo.gl/
UjbUtw7FJC5NmM6SP7

«  Another shout-out to our U of A exchange students (Shoko
Yamamoto, Akari Yamamoto, Aoi Yokoyama, Emi Nagasawa)
who helped out in more than one way!

«  Cathy Tennant and Hayden Beaumont did not even have
time to enjoy the party or have dinner as they worked in the
kitchen. The organizers deeply regret this happened. Next
year, we will have a better plan!

MOSHI MOSHI / JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2024 / EJCA

JAZAILTIZHRLEJCADY T WMo b EBRIBZ W E S EL
foo —AICDE2DDERYUENEESNFELT!

- . s o
S

2024 FFCFEMDESICRETH B LD B HLWIRDIEDOTH 1
VEEZROIFTOMZEZ VS F v Lo IdiThi, DR ANFHE
REnxlis,

HIVEDDNALTAMMIEESDRT T 7Y FERFUKICL D RS
FEEOBNC. =B ANBEO MR AEETLR!
2ORBIFESITI I MILTFs-JOXYYTALLF—R - JOXY

YEADEFTEBEDERD©ESNE LT el MRTESMLIEK
ADSFHETOAICHEFRHENETNT, CORIIEZRALELT.

CDESBANY M ZLDRIT Y TATRLICRRTEEE A HH
RS2 T4T7ZLTLIES 2T DIFEMEDHH 5 4 044, EJCADFHED
BT I HFROFER. SORP. ELTRTRUMKINICIMDEAT
KRIICINTDHRICEFH VL E T,

o ALEBFIAR CORDEVZREBSLVWEEICNO TLED
WEL7: https://photos.app.goo.gl/UjbUtw7FJCS5NmM6SP7

o FETVIN-FRZFORMBFEALOERICOEFHELZV:
EELTce PEDBLLLSTTAREDLHDDTA. LIPFE
HBEVTABHIDORIAHTA)

o FVI— - TFUIIALNTY R—EVRIAEFFYFUTH

EOOT N—T—ZELARDYBZE 1D LTIRKEN A
MoTAR2T Yo RFEIFAFZRALTEVT BHVRZELDHB &L


https://photos.app.goo.gl/UjbUtw7FJC5Nm6SP7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/UjbUtw7FJC5Nm6SP7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/UjbUtw7FJC5Nm6SP7

And a big thank you to eight EJCA professional chefs who prepared
the New Year’s feast!

Lastly, if you do want to share some feedback with us, please use
this form https://forms.gle/e2nnDCvi4WmT4uad6

We’d like to make it even more enjoyable next time!

We are elated that weeks of preparation came to a successful and
happy end!

For your interest, here is the dinner menu (prepared by the EJCA
member chefs):

ozoni (mochi soup), salmon teriyaki, pork roast, ginger beef,
chicken karaage, chirashizushi, makizushi, inarizushi, chikuzen-ni
(simmered japanese vegetables), rolled omelette, namasu pickle,
simmered black beans, salad, kelp rolls, daifuku and pastries
Purchased: kamaboko (fish-minced/steamed) and yakisoba

Centre Clean Up!

Sanae Ohki

On Saturday, January 20, 31 volunteers from EJCA clubs and
groups that use the centre on a regular basis gathered and cleaned
up the centre.

The EJCA's traditional annual cleaning
had not been done for the past 4 years
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. | was
surprised to find that the hidden places
were pretty dusty! After our cleaning
session, the centre is completely clean
now.

Everyone who participated worked so
hard that nobody even thought of taking
photos while they cleaned. So, here are
some photos taken during a lunch break.
Thank you to all the volunteers for their
hard work. We hope you will enjoy the
clean centre for your activities!

EJCA's Cultural Events: Join the Fun
with Japanese Exchange Students!

Andre Prefontaine

We’ve recently had about 10 Japanese Exchange students join
EJCA (maybe you met some of them at the New Year’s Party). They
are very eager to participate in Japanese culture events while also
building connections with Canadians. With this in mind, we are in
the early stages of planning a number of events.
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Among these events, some will be tailored for youth and young
adults, including activities like movie nights or pub nights.
Additionally, we are organizing events that appeal to the broader
membership, such as language exchanges to facilitate speaking
practice.

If you're keen on staying updated about these upcoming events,
we encourage you to log into our website and ensure your profile is
up to date. Specifically, make sure you've indicated your interests
in 'Japanese Speaking Practice’ and 'Youth Focused Events.' For the
latest updates, be sure to regularly check the events page on the
EJCA website.

We also value your input and welcome any ideas you may have for
future events. If you're interested in volunteering to make these
events a success, we'd love to have you on board. Please email
andre@ejca.org with your suggestions or to express your interest in
volunteering.

Let's come together to create memorable experiences for our EJCA
community.

Young Adult EJCA Meet Up:
February 10th

Are you a young adult between the ages
of 18 and 30 who is Japanese, Japanese
Canadian, Nikkei, or just interested in
connecting with other young people in

. . . ‘.11I
°
Edmonton? Join us on February 10 at 6 e

pm for the EJCA Young Adult Meet Up
at Dorinku Osaka to make connections
and friends, learn more about the EJCA,
brainstorm upcoming events, and enjoy
some amazing Japanese food!

This event will also be open to people

who are not yet EJCA members but want to learn more and are
interested in joining. The EJCA will cover appetizers for participants
to try.

Please register for the event by February 5, 2024, at Edmonton
Japanese Community Association - Young Adult EJCA Meet-Up.

55 and up Club (Matsu no Kai):
President's Message

Alan Davis

Wondering what’s new in and around the city...enjoy cards, games
and challenges...like learning new ways to do things...interested
in meeting new people?

Matsu no Kai, the EJCA 55 and Up Club is more than a monthly
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meeting with a bento lunch, friendly
conversation, afternoon activities and
easy exercises. We also plan a monthly
outing. Outings have included:
wineries, a Honey and Mead operation,
the Devonian Gardens, the casino, the
race track, the Mutant Conservatory,
Imax, and dinner theatres.

Our latest outing was a guided tour of
the Muttart Conservatory. We had been
there before but went again to see
what changes had been made during
the renovations. On our outings we try
to visit or experience some event or
interesting location in our city, or in a nearby community and try to
find a new and interesting restaurant to visit.

For more information, please contact:

Club President at ardavis@ardsys.ca (780-435-8462) or

Kay Mulcaster, club Membership at kaymul@telus.net
(780-994-8309)

Valerie Kamitomo, club Secretary at vkamitomo@yahoo.com
(780-707-6786).

All EJCA members over 55 years of age are welcome to join. Or
come as a guest, but phone Alan or Valerie ahead of time so we
can arrange to have a lunch for you. Meetings are held on the
fourth Wednesday of each month at the EJCA Centre (except for
December).

Girls’ Day End Period Poverty
Campaign
Yuka Good Striker

Celebrate Japan’s tradition by addressing
period poverty!

EGMONTON JAPANESE
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
IFEVEVARREES

Once again, we will celebrate Japan’s Girls’
Day by running a period product collection
drive. This campaign will run from Saturday,
March 2 to Sunday, March 31. We really need
your assistance to make the drive a success.

There are two points that we are going to
address in the End Period Poverty Campaign.

1. Toassist ensuring access to period
products for all women in Edmonton
In Canada, one quarter of women with
periods are struggling to purchase
period products (per United Way’s
website). The situation is the same in
Edmonton. Every year, we check with
Edmonton’s Food Bank and Boyle
Street Community Services (where we

BEEEEAMR
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donate period products) whether period products are their
high priority. The answer is always “yes.” The needs for period
products are large and consistent.

In addition to the visible homelessness crisis in the city, the
recent inflation is forcing many women, especially mothers, to
choose between foods and their hygienic health.

2. To help reduce stigma around periods
Talking about periods while participating in the End Period
Poverty Campaign will help reduce stigma around periods,
such as periods are dirty, shameful topics that should not be
discussed openly. While we were sorting out donated period
products last year, we (participating volunteers) discussed a
lot about periods and period products and learned a lot about
them from each other. Period poverty is not only about limited
access to material products, but also about limited access
to information because stigma prevents us from exchanging
information. For this year’s Girls’ Day, Let’s talk about periods!

How to help

1. Decoration and creation of collection boxes
Please join us in Lounge 1 at the EJCA centre at 1:00 pm on
February 10th, Saturday to create and/decorate collection
boxes

2. Recruit/provide locations where we can place collection boxes
(examples from prior year’s list: retail stores, restaurants,
dental clinics, acupuncture/massage therapy and lunchrooms
at your work/business)

For further information, please contact Yuka at director8@ejca.org

We are looking forward to working with you!

Kakehashi Fall 2023:
My First Time in Japan

Connor Tanaka

Hey you! Stop scrolling! Phew okay great just hear me out for a
little bit here. | promise this isn’t yet another gaijin’s first-time-in-
Japan-story talking about how delicious melon pans are, or about
how fast and punctual the trains are, or about how breathtaking
Tokyo’s skyline is. (Although yeah, you’re right, those things all
absolutely live up).

I had the incredible honour of taking part in what is called The
Kakehashi Project, an initiative that | never even knew existed
before Paul emailed me back in July of 2023. Back when | read
the words “a free trip to Japan” | almost deleted the email out

of instinct thinking that it was a scam by a phishing bot. | mean
come on, a free trip to Japan for who? Little old me? What could |
possibly do to make it worth their investment?

When | had dinner with the Deputy Consul-General of Calgary
and the Former Director of the Princess Takamado Foundation |
posed that exact question to them. | learned that Japan actually
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faces a very unique problem regarding foreign affairs to which it
actively strives to find a resolution. That problem in as few words
as | can fitis this: Although Japan ranks as one of the most highly
visited countries (so much so that it has implemented anti-tourism
policies), those visitors for one reason or another all end up
leaving. We all know that Japan’s population has been decreasing
for many years now, and it almost seems impossible given how
well-regarded Japan’s reputation is amongst young people that
take an interest in Japanese originated media and activities. The
reality is that Japan dearly wants and needs more skilled workers
that are willing to call Japan their forever home, without sacrificing
their own people’s language and culture.

You see, the Kakehashi project is actually one of several initiatives
made possible by the incredible generosity of the Japanese
government to “Bridge the gap” between Japan and other like-
minded friendly nations by promoting people-to-people exchanges
for both Japanese residents, and other young leaders worldwide.
Other such similarly guided programs include:

The very famous JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) programme:
https://jetprogramme.ca/

The lesser well known Ship for World Youth program:
https://swy.international/

Let’s get to the meat of this unagi pie. Instead of spending the next
3 pages of this newsletter rattling off every single tourist activity we
did, let me instead finish off by telling you about the sessions we
had which specifically addressed the topics of “Bridging-the-gap”. |
think you’re really going to like this.

The Foreign Residency Support Center in Tokyo

Dear all readers that believe working in Japan simply means you’ll
be teaching English, dear all those who believe that just because
you don’t speak Japanese (right now) you don’t have a place in
the country. The Foreign Residents Support Center (FRESC) is a
government contact point that supports foreign nationals who are
living and have an active role in Japan. They conduct initiatives
that include support for counselling requests from foreigners
looking for work and support local governments seeking those
same skilled workers. There are 9 different administrative bodies
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at their office such as Legal support / advice, Human Rights /
Discrimination Complaints, Immigration / Residency Support, etc,
all fully supported in English, Japanese, and Chinese. They even
have privacy rooms with built-in real-time translation machines
which translate in other languages outside of the first three to
encourage foreigners who feel more comfortable expressing their
concerns / questions in their mother tongue most accurately. (BTW
PROTIP, IT'S ALL FREE! The website kind of leaves something to
be desired, but you can still come in person, or call them any time
during business hours).

Biwa Lake to Land Integrated System in Kusatsu

Oh my goodness does Canada ever have something to learn from
this one. I’ll do my best to briefly describe it here, but you really
must see it for yourself to fully appreciate the impact of what

The Lake Biwa System truly has to offer. A couple quick statistics
to start off: Biwako is the largest freshwater lake in Japan, and

it's responsible for providing water to all the residents of Shiga
Prefecture and beyond. The Lake Biwa System has been adopted
by over 15 other prefectures with nearby access to freshwater,

and over 70 other countries with similar circumstances. Thanks

to traditions passed down from over 1,000 years ago by the native
people of Shiga; the prefectural government has mimicked their
traditional methods on a global scale proving that it is possible to
have a heritage system which effectively connects environmentally
sound agriculture and fishing while responsibly providing for future
generations and demands. Developers first consider their location
by finding an intersection between various living creatures, then
lake / river fish then come and spawn in rice paddies until they are
eventually caught using what is called an “Eri”trap. It is through
these traditional methods, food festivals, and culinary staples like
Funazushi that the prefectural government successfully advertises
and celebrates themselves as an industry leader in sustainability.

Japan Overseas Migration Museum in Yokohama

Did you guys know that there’s a literal exhibit, library, and
museum hall dedicated to the diaspora of the Japanese people

to the Americas? It felt kind of surreal knowing that through this
museum, Japan will not forget about us Nikkei. In fact they honor
us with the existence of this very place. The tour starts off with

a diorama of Japan showing (by the height of the topography of
each prefecture) where most Japanese people immigrated from
before the war. (Anyone else from Shiga / Kumamoto?) It was
interesting to see how each group of settlers used what they had
locally to create their own traditions as close to feeling like they
were at home as possible. As an aside, there’s also a map showing
“Nikkei Communities Across the Americas” near the end of the
exhibit, but somehow there’s no red dot in Alberta? Oi! Let’s get on
that and call those guys up!

Soyes, | did get lost sprinting down the underground maze of
Omotesando Hills from one end to the other. | also drank a tall boy
of beer that | bought from 7-Eleven at 9 am on the Shinkansen.
And yes | did also get butt naked with a bunch of other Japanese
business men in a mineral rich Sento at Azabu Kokubisui Onsen
Takenoyu. But most importantly | gained invaluable insight and
experience from talking with all kinds of amazing people, and you
can bet | plan on utilizing that positive energy into helping shape
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our local events here in Edmonton.

You can read more about it The Kakehashi Project here:
https://www.asiapacific.ca/education/kakehashi-project

Hinamatsuri (Doll Festival)

Hinamatsuri (Doll Festival, also
known as Girls' Day) is a fun
gathering for children, students,
families, and seniors of all ages
and genders. Let's spend an early
spring afternoon together, wishing
everyone’s good health. Itis a
great opportunity to chat with
members and make new friends.
EJCA owns two hina dolls sets:
oneis a pre-war Ohinasama and
oneis a new Ohinasama. You are
also welcome to come dressed in
kimonos for the occasion!

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2024, 2:00-4:00 pm (Drop in is welcome)
Place: EJCA Centre, 6750 88 St NW, Edmonton

Fee: Members: Free, non-members: $5 per family

Program: 2:00-4:00 pm Hina dolls, children's crafts, and more.
Service: Tea, matcha, Japanese sweets, and children's snacks

More details and registration information will be emailed to
members in February.

The photo is from the 2018 Hinamatsuri event; those children in
the photo must be school age by now!

Take a Haiku Break!

Yuka Good Striker

For this issue, we received 9 submissions. Among them, we
published three excellent haiku (one Japanese haiku and two
English haiku—one for over 16 years old, one for under 16 years
old). Thank you very much for your participation.

January issue’s excellent works

Seasonal words: Christmas, New Year’s day, Winter morning, Eagle,
or a winter seasonal word of your choice

Selection / review: Shajin Watanabe

Haiku in English (Over 16 years old)
John Priegert

Under the fallen snow
Spring flowers sleep
but do not dream
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Review:

The haiku states that spring flowers are sleeping under the earth
covered with accumulating snow in the extreme cold. The phrase,
“but do not dream” is a clean and graceful expression. Not being
romantic makes the expression modern and splendid. The author
tells us that nature is harsh, at the same time, it is a warm bed to
nurture lives.

Haiku in English (Under 16 years old)
Jonathan Wiltzen

Snowflakes gently fall
On ancient temples
Quiet serene winter dawn

Review:

There is a song called “Tombe la neige (The snow falls)” written
and sung by Salvatore Adamo. The song’s theme is “blanche
solitude” stemming from a longing for an old flame. The whiter
the world becomes because of falling snow, the darker his heart
becomes with despair. Contrary, snow in this haiku falls gently and
peacefully on an old temple. The author conveys a message that

a strangers 'peaceful resting place is a sanctuary that gives even
living people a state of peace and calmness.

Haiku in Japanese
Kyoko Yano

Traditional new year’s dishes | cooked
Have them embedded with
The year’s first sunrise in my home country

Review:

The original haiku is “I cook traditional new year’s dishes / In the
year’s first sunrise/ That | missed.” | made a few corrections to
improve the haiku. Some haiku give me an urge to select even
when they require some corrections/improvements. In those cases,
haiku is a baby, and | am a midwife who assists the baby to be
born. “Ubusuna” means the land where you were born. “Hatsu-hi”
means the first sunrise in the year and a seasonal word for a new
year. The haiku gives me a high expectation that the author’s poetic
sense and skills will grow as she practices more and becomes
accustomed to haiku writings.

Submit your haiku for the Moshi Moshi 2024 March issue!

How to participate:
Choose one of this month’s seasonal words (themes) listed below
and write a haiku and email it to us.

Seasonal words: Lunar New Year, February, Ice melts/breaks or a
Spring’s seasonal word of your choice

Example:

Minoru Ozawa

Please come by

To listen to the sound

Of ice breaking on the lake
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We accept:
«  Unpublished Haiku

«  One haiku for one theme (seasonal words), and two haiku per
person

+  Pleaseinclude your name & your age group when you submit
haiku. Age group A: 16 or older, Age group B: under 16

We will post a maximum of six haiku in the next Moshi Moshi (three
haiku per age group).

Email address: director8@ejca.org
Deadline: February 24,2024
We are looking forward to your haiku!

Library Corner

The Library Volunteers

Happy New Year from all of us! After an unbelievably wonderful fall
and December, the normally anticipated Alberta weather joined

us in a blustery, sub-sub-zero way. A good time to stay home with
a cup of tea and a good book or the TV schedule. For some, itis a
great time to cook those favourite recipes or experiment with new
ones. Butin any case, please stay safe and warm!

In December, some of you took advantage of the online book sale,
so we hope you are enjoying your purchases. For the sale, books
were ordered from Nikkei Books in Winnipeg and from Japan. In
addition to providing a variety of books to sell online, it gave us the
opportunity to purchase a number of new books for the Library.

Some new books will be highlighted in the March—April issue
once they are registered and ready for borrowing. In addition to
“highlighted” items, for the next few Moshi Moshi newsletters,
some of the library volunteers will be writing about their favourite
books or films/dramas...volunteer “best picks”!

There are two projects that we have already started or will soon be
working on:

The reorganization of the “A” Japanese novel section

Some Japanese authors have written a number of books or series
of books but anyone looking for items by the same author, will
have to look through all the shelves because ID numbers on the
book labels are assigned by the date they were acquired, not by the
author.

We are working to put all the books by the same author side by side
on the shelves, similar to bookstores. It will take a bit of time to
finish the renumbering project but when completed it will be much
easier to find books by well-known authors.

Website

If you have looked at the “Library” drop-down on the EJCA website,
you will find that there is a “Resource” section. Over the next while,
we will include sites which can provide interesting, educational or
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just entertaining Japan or Japanese-Canadian related information.

As always, we welcome any suggestions about the library and
invite you to visit with us on Tuesday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00
or to reserve items by emailing us at library@ejca.org

Best wishes for a healthy and happy 2024!

Clouds Above the Slope

(Japanese with English subtitles)
Review by Hayden Beaumont

This NHK historical drama from 2009-2011 follows the
lives of three men from Matsuyama as they grow up
amidst the tumultuous changes and events of the Meiji
era. This was my first, and remains one of my favourite,
Taiga dramas. Seeing this historical period recreated
with such authenticity makes it an absolute pleasure to
watch.

Midnight Diner

(Directed by Joji Matsuoka, Japanese with English
subtitles)

Review by Adeline Panamaroff

The opening scene of this food-based series has the
main character, only referred as “Master”, making a
delicious looking miso based soup of konjac, carrots,
shiitake mushrooms, daikon cut into quarter moons,
pork belly and slivers of gobo. What could set the
mood better than the warm aroma of a soup that | can
imagine wafting out of the TV scene?

What is most memorable about this series for me is how traditional
the Master’s diner is, yet how unconventional his regulars are.

In particular are the group of non-binary people and the gay bar
owner, Kosuzu, who frequent his shop. They are a delightful and
colourful group whose self assuredness of identity is a hopeful
seed that | am optimistic will eventually bloom into an accepting
reality in the current ultra conservative social climate of Japan.

The Master is a cool, good looking, masculine character who likes
to keep an air of mystery about himself.

Making anything the customer wants, if he has the ingredients,
the Master’s easy-going manner draws in even the most hard-
shelled customers, like the local yakuza members, and hard living
burlesque dancers.

Even if cooking tips are not directly given, watching Master cook
the requested dishes can give you a general idea on how to
make the pork miso soup, sweet rolled omelette or even octopus
wieners.

This delightful food theme drama, is light hearted enough for
anyone and will draw you in with the wide-ranging cast of regulars
that are attracted to Master’s diner, as he judges no one and serves
everyone equally.
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Bukatsu!

DalGill

Hi everyone, happy new year! | also hope everyone had a good
Christmas holiday too! Today, Id like to share some of my club
experiences in Miyazaki.

Like anyone, | have a lot of different interests. For me, sports has
always been a big one, especially basketball, baseball and soccer. |
think that it’s pretty easy to share one’s interests with others and to
that extent develop a sense of comradery. | had the opportunity to
take on basketball coaching responsibilities at the school | worked
at, something | had wanted to try since graduating high school.

Leading different fundamental practices drills for passing and
shooting and stamina was so much fun. For a newcomer like me,
having a shared love for an activity allowed me to develop positive
rapport with the students and teachers alike too. Sometimes at the
end of practice, | would even join the students in the endurance
drills that | was running, which felt very nostalgic, reminding me of
my time as a student-athlete.

I always have a great time being able to share my experiences in
Miyazaki with everyone. I’'m looking forward to doing the same
next time too! Thank you as always for reading along!

Tsume #16

| Lénéard & Stefan Grossmann
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Tsume shogi [ 52 IFH

Puzzle - January Solution - November
Tsume: a shogi miniature 1. Rooktakeson4a
problem in which the 2. King moves to 6b
i goal is to checkmate the 3. Knight drops at 5d
opponent's king. Every 4. Goldtakes 5d
5. Gold dropson5b

move has to be a check!

i Sente moves first

Visit ejca.org/shogi-club to check out our
" upcoming events, meetings, trainings!

| 3 W BISFBHD
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Editor’s Note

Aya Kymson

The new year has begun with heartbreaking news coming from
Japan; | hope that the future of 2024 will bring more peace and
good news.

I wish everyone a happy, warm, peaceful year.

Have you heard that Japan will issue new banknotes in 2024,
their first renewal in 20 years (since 2004)? In order to prevent
counterfeiting, there has always been a reprinting of banknotes
every 20 years or so, with new anti-counterfeiting technology and
designs.

With the new designs, the faces that
are printed on banknotes will change
as well. Currently the 10,000 yen bill
features Yukichi Fukuzawa, the 5,000
yen bill carries Ichiyo Higuchi, and the
1,000 yen bill has Hideyo Noguchi.
(That being said, if you’re the same
generation as me (born in 1987) or
up, you might be more familiar with
the trio of Yukichi Fukuzawa, Inazo
Nitobe, and Soseki Natsume.)

The new bills will feature the
following three. The 10,00 yen bill:
Eiichi Shibusawa (the father of

the modern Japanese economy,
accomplished businessman from the
Meiji era to the early Showa era), the
5,000 yen bill: Umeko Tsuda (an educator and the founder of Tsuda
University who pioneered women's higher education), and the
1,000 bill: Shibasaburo Kitasato (microbiologist who developed a
serum therapy for tetanus).

If you haven’t, | encourage you to do a little research on these
historically important Japanese individuals, it’s quite interesting!
You may see the new banknotes when you visit Japan after this
year. Please be assured that even after the new banknotes are
issued, the banknotes currently in circulation can still be used.

See you in the next issue!

We always look forward to hearing from you too—do consider
submitting your story!

Moshi Moshi Editors: moshimoshi@ejca.org
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Edmonton Japanese Christian Church

1 Worship Service 2:30 PM
Sunday School 1:30 PM

B%E meeting at:

9802 - 76 Avenue
(Zion Baptist Community Church)

website: www.ejcc.ca

- Flooring - Tile work
- Trim work - Bathroom
- Deck - Framing
-D Il - Painti
CONSTRUCTION G A

Motoi Aita ((BHE & UL e £E0Y)

Home Renovations / Construction

Cell: 780-915-6164
E-mail : aita_construction@yahoo.com

AERBTOY—ERLHESTEHEIET,

Traditional sourdough breads made with
organic flour milled in-house on our stone mill,
pastries and fine European cheese.

RARBER) O ZRDF—RI\TY R RAAN—&TE
BR. DO ZRE.BVWLWIAEDZBELEY,
EROSRIEZOLDBHERL LFTEDET,

Yvan and Ritsuko Chartrand
9913 82 Ave - 780-433-5924 - bonjourbakery.ca
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An individual's guide O
ahen interacting with polic

More information is available at
edmontonpolice.ca/KnowYourRights

EDMONTON

POLICE

SERVICE

TOKIWA

RAMEN

Brewery District
11978 — 104 Ave

“‘Homemade noodles”
“Naturally crafted soup”
“Limited quantity every day”
“‘No MSG, No commercial seasoning”

For employment inquiry:
Info@tokiwaramen.ca
780-498-1299
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EJCA Board of Directors & Committees
November 2023-October 2024

Board of Directors Officers
and Executive Committee

President
Paul Fujishige

Vice-President
Tamara Sutherland

Secretary
Brenda Madsen

Treasurer
Jim Hoyano

Board Directors
Andre Prefontaine
David Mitsui

Eldon Kymson
Hitomi Suzuta
Lénard Grossmann
Sanae Ohki

Stefan Grossmann
Yuka Good Striker

Finance Committee
Jim Hoyano (Chair)
Bob Tennant

Paul Fujishige

Vision

To create a supportive community that embraces
human rights and enriches lives

Mission

To provide gathering opportunities in Edmonton
to promote Japanese and Japanese Canadian

Centre Manager
Ai Nakamura
office@ejca.org

Facility Manager
TBA
facility@ejca.org

NAJC Liaison

Paul Fujishige
Takashi Ohki
Tamara Sutherland

Library Committee
Cathy Tennant (Chair)
Adeline Panamaroff
Jim Hoyano

Nancy Cyr

Library Work Group
Adeline Panamaroff
Andrew McKenna
Cathy Tennant
EmiLeung

Hayden Beaumont
Jim Hoyano

Mia Taylor

Mike Waszkiewicz
Ritsuko Chartrand

EJCA-Argyll Joint Committee
Brenda Madsen

Paul Fujishige

Ai Nakamura (non-voting)

Culture Programs
Work Group
Mineko Koto
Sanae Ohki

Yukiko Nagakura

Garden Work Group
John Priegert (Chair)
Alan Davis

Cathy Tennant

Les Dowdell

Ruriko Davis

Web Admin Team
Andre Prefontaine
Eldon Kymson
Mana Low

Stefan Grossmann

Scholarship & Grant
Work Group

David Mitsui

Daiyo Sawada
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Culture, language, traditions and history

Values
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« We treat all people with dignity and respect

« We appreciate and model that diversity of our

Canadian society

« We believe in honouring our history and sharing .

it with others

« We encourage the contributions and gifts of all

our members

Slogan
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The Best of Both Worlds (Canadian & Japanese)
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Communications
Work Group
Eldon Kymson
Tamara Sutherland

Kitchen Renovation Project
Committee

Sanae Ohki (Chair)

Cathy Tennant

Dave Trautman (ACL)

June Elgert (ACL)

Junichi Hashimoto

Paul Fujishige

Ted Asai

Committee Advocating
for Racial Equality
Carley Okamura (Co-chair)
Kevin Higa (Co-chair)
Eldon Kymson

Hitomi Suzuta

Janis Sasaki

Oliver Rossier

Olenka Bilash

Paul Fujishige

Takashi Ohki

Téa Miyanaga

Terri Rolfson

Published by

EJCA
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Editorial Address
6750 88 St NW
Edmonton, Alberta
T6E 5H6

moshimoshi@ejca.org

Editors
Aya Kymson
Eldon Kymson

Translators

Aya Kymson
Sanae Ohki

Yuka Good Striker
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