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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Paul Fujishige
Explore Japan

On October 26th | had the distinct pleasure of spending
the day at the Institute for Innovation in Second Language
Education (IISLE) at Edmonton Public Schools. It was Explore
Japan Day and 200 high school students had the opportunity
to experience Japanese culture with guidance from our EJCA
members.

It was inspiring to watch these students from multiple ethnic and
cultural backgrounds enthusiastically embrace all things Japanese.
Highlights included calligraphy, donning a kimono, tea ceremony,
karate, taiko drumming and a bento lunch. It was also interesting
to hear former exchange students talk about their life changing
experiences in Japan.

The diversity of the backgrounds of the students was matched
by the diversity of the backgrounds of our EJCA members who
facilitated the sessions. This is a wonderful example of the
enrichment potential in our multicultural Canadian Society.

Today, Japanese culture is viewed positively by most Canadians.
Of course, those of us who remember life in the 1940’s (or who
experienced the consequences that their parents and grandparents
endured) know that this was not the case.

So, what changed? | have thought about conflicts in the world
today and how that clouds our perceptions of others, even in our
own country. How quickly we jump from the actions of leaders
from foreign countries to laying blame on Canadians whose
ancestors emigrated from these countries.

I think the success of Explore Japan is instructive for us to think
about within this context. If we focus on a culture and its people
and discover the richness of the experience, we enhance our own
lives and perhaps even find a calling. At the very least, acceptance
and love replaces fear and hatred. We can condemn individuals
who commit hateful acts and not attribute their actions to a whole
group of people.

Thank you to all who attended our first combined Annual General
Meeting and volunteer appreciation luncheon. EJCA truly is
blessed to have so many committed volunteers. We would simply
not exist without you.

A few volunteers were recognized individually for going above
and beyond this past year. This included Omar Amer, Hayden
Beaumont, Alan Davis, Stefan Grossmann, Mineko Koto and Eldon
Kymson. The first President’s Award for Volunteer Excellence was
given to Cathy Tennant for her many years of service to EJCA.

Three new members were elected to our Board for 2023-24 and this
gives us a very strong complement of 12 members. We welcome
André Prefontaine, David Mitsui and Hitomi Suzuta and look
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forward to their contributions.

Next year will be an exciting year with more activities, including the
NAJC Conference next October. On behalf of our Board, | wish you
peace and prosperity as the New Year approaches and hope you
enjoy good health and good times throughout 2024.

Gordon Hirabayashi—
Unsung Canadian Hero?

Paul Fujishige and Terri Rolfson

(This article was published in the October 2023 issue of Nikkei
Voice)

Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi has been recognized and honoured in
many ways in his birth country of the U.S., including the prestigious
Presidential Medal of Freedom awarded posthumously by
President Barack Obama in 2012.

Publications as recent as 2021’s Facing the Mountain by Daniel
James Brown have recounted his heroic defiance of the U.S.
government’s attempt to intern and punish him as an American

of Japanese ancestry during the Second World War. His failed
Supreme Court challenge in 1943 and the subsequent overturning
of his conviction in 1987 are widely studied by American scholars.

In Canada, where Dr. Hirabayashi obtained citizenship and lived for
over 50 years (from 1959 until his passing in 2012), little has been
written about his life in our country. Currently his contributions are
recognized in the form of two awards.

The National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) awards
the Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi Human Rights Award every two years
to an individual or Canadian organization who contributes to
the development or promotion of human rights and equality in
Canada.

The Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi Graduate Scholarship in Sociology at
the University of Alberta - where he taught for over 24 years and
helped establish (and later chair) the Department of Sociology
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- isawarded annually to a student with superior academic
achievement who is conducting research in human rights, race and
ethnic relations, social inequality or social justice.

Both of these awards, however, only hint at Dr. Hirabayashi’s
lifelong activism championing human rights in Canada - which
extended well beyond the Japanese Canadian community.

As a PhD student in 1951, Gordon conducted research into the
Doukhobors in B. C. and quickly gained their confidence and trust.
This was a skill and pattern he would demonstrate time and again
throughout his career. His Asian heritage offered a bridge to other
visible minority groups and his genuine concern for justice would
make him a credible ally.

Dr. Hirabayashi recognized the plight of First Nations and Métis
communities. He launched a field study in 1960 to identify factors
contributing to high rates of tuberculosis amongst the Métis
population in northern Alberta. He rightly concluded that these
community challenges were caused by social conditions, and not
by any inherent inferior factors, a commonly held belief at the time.
In 1962 he organized and chaired the first Western Canadian First
Nations-Métis seminar to stimulate awareness and dialogue about
the challenges facing urban Indigenous Canadians. He championed
the concept of Urban Native Friendship Centres and helped to set
up the first social centre in Canada.

Although Dr. Hirabayashi lived in Canada for much of his adult life,
he continued to advocate for human rights in both the U.S. and
Canada. The treatment of citizens of Japanese ancestry in both
countries demanded restitution and he continued to write position
papers and speak out. His work and unwavering belief would prove
to be most helpful on both sides of the border.

Dr. Hirabayashi was an active member of the Edmonton Japanese
Community Association (EJCA) for decades. He served several
terms as a Board Member and President. He represented the EJCA
as the national conversation of redress in the 1980’s began to take
shape.

Mr. Art Miki, the NAJC President who headed the redress
committee recalls that Dr. Hirabayashi was adamant that individual
compensation was vitally important to truly achieve justice.

This was a controversial and somewhat divisive view within the
Japanese Canadian community and in the country.

By May 1985, negotiations for redress had reached an impasse.
The Government of Canada offered a token group settlement with
no individual compensation. The NAJC formally rejected the offer.
According to Mr. Miki, two major changes broke the impasse.

First, public support for a negotiated settlement grew as other
multicultural organizations, trade unions and national media like
the Globe and Mail voiced their support.

Second, in the wake of Dr. Hirabayashi’s overturned criminal
conviction by the United States Supreme Court, the American
government passed legislation to provide individual compensation
to Japanese Americans in 1987 (House of Representatives) and in
1988 (United States Senate).
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Dr. Hirabayashi had been working with the Japanese American
Citizens League’s fight for redress - was it coincidence that their
successful negotiation led to the Canadian breakthrough in 1988?
At the very least, his continued advocacy and support on both sides
of the border contributed significantly to this breakthrough.

In Dr. Hirabayashi’s later years, he continued to support efforts
to promote human rights. He mentored others and encouraged
younger leaders by providing wise counsel and personal examples.

The establishment of the Canadian Race Relations Foundation
was one of the terms of the 1988 redress agreement but was not
chartered until the fall of 1996. The John Humphrey Centre for
Peace and Human Rights was founded in 1999 in Edmonton. To
this day, the work of both organizations’ centres on human rights
and dignity for all people, something Dr. Hirabayashi passionately
believed in.

From the prison camp in Tucson, Arizona where he advocated for
Indigenous and African American inmates, with the hundreds of
Sociology students he inspired in Edmonton, to the Doukhobors,
First Nations and Métis people in Canada, Gordon believed in their
inherent rights and repeatedly took a public “principled stand” on
behalf of these and other marginalized groups.

Dr. Hirabayashi’s legacy continues to this day. His passionate and
unwavering belief in human rights for all should be a rallying

cry. As current day problems of racism continue to hamper our
achievement of a just and civil society, his example is needed more
than ever by our leadership today.

In December 2023, the John Humphrey Centre will be
commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - in-person in Edmonton
and online across Canada. The Ignite Change Global Convention
will bring people together and facilitate public discourse.

The life of Dr. Gordon Hirabayashi will be featured during the
convention.

On December 3rd from 7-9 pm, a special showing of Hold These
Truths, a play about the early years of Dr. Hirabayashi’s life, plus a
panel with playwright Jeanne Sakata and actor Kevin Takahide Lee
will follow the performance.

On December 10th from 4-5 pm, Dr. Hirabayashi’s Canadian
contributions and how his example is sorely needed in our society
today will be presented by Terri Rolfson and Paul Fujishige.

For more details and to register, visit:
https://www.IgniteChangeConvention.ca

Gordon Hirabayashi, NAJC Council member from Edmonton, at a
council meeting in Vancouver, May 1987. Photo: Connie Kadota.

Gordon Hirabayashi receiving an honorary doctorate degree from
the University of Lethbridge. May 22, 1998. Photo: University of
Washington Libraries, Special Collections.
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Save the date—EJCA New Year’s Party

We are thrilled to invite you to our New Year’s party!. The exact
program will follow shortly, but we can promise you great food and
great company. Save the date and watch out for registration details
to be sent by email.

Date: Saturday, January 6, 2024
Time: 4:30 pm-8:00 pm
Place: 6750 88 St NW, Edmonton, AB, T6E 5H6 (EJCA Centre)

We are planning an exciting evening for you with a variety of
activities and entertainment. As always, this event won’t be
successful without our many talented volunteers—if you can
volunteer and/or have creative ideas, please let us know as soon as
possible: https://forms.gle/RAHWqjwQUmBrAyBo9

Please register on our website before December 17th, 2023.
(Registration will open in early December, and we will email a
notification to all members.)

Kimono-wearing is encouraged! We look forward to celebrating the
arrival of 2024 with you.

For any questions, please reach out to the organizing committee at
shinnenkai@ejca.org

Centre Cleaning Event!

Ai Nakamura

Let’s have a Winter-Cleaning Day of the Centre on Saturday,
January 20, 2024! EJCA held an Annual Spring-Cleaning Day up to
2019. Because of the COVID-19, we did not clean the centre in 2020
-2023, for four years!

As in the past, we will invite a minimum of two volunteers each
from all regular centre user groups. All together 20 - 25 volunteers
will work together and have lunch together.

All leaders of the regular centre user groups will receive email with
detailed plans and requests of volunteers. Thank you for your
cooperation in advance!

EJCA Club Profile & Interview:
EJCA Jodo Club

Stefan Grossmann

A huge part of EJCA is that it has so many diverse and exciting
clubs and affiliated groups, suitable for all ages—and you may be
interested to learn some more about them. So we have interviewed
some of our leaders to tell us a bit more...

For this edition, we talked to Hideji Ono from EJCA Jodo Club.

Q: Are there any stories on how the club was established?
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(What was the original motivation or reasons that led to its
creation?)

A: Originally? The truth is that | needed someone to practice
Jodo with in Edmonton. When | turned to the late Matsui Shihan
for advice, he told me that he started a Jodo dojo in the Tokyo
area, when he also needed someone to practice Jodo with. So he
encouraged me to start a Jodo dojo in Canada.

Q: What is your club’s main focus?

A: First of all Jodo involves two weapons: Jo and Tachi. The
Tachi person (Uchi) attacks and the Jo person (Shi) performs the
techniques. We focus on the All Japan Kendo Federation 12 basic
Jodo techniques and the 12 applied techniques (seitei kata). The
principal purpose of practicing Jodo is to cultivate the spirit!
Training basic and applied movements develops mental and
spiritual strength.

Q: How many members do you roughly have, and are you
looking for new members?

A: Currently our Jodo club has 8 members. New members are
always welcome.

Q: Who should join you, and why? Are there any age
restrictions?

A: Some people practice Jodo to maintain their health and body
mobility. Some learn Jodo as a budo (Japanese martial art).
Learning Jodo skills and techniques can build up mental strength,
as well as physical strength of the body, and speed. Each person
has their own learning objectives, therefore anyone can learn
Jodo. However, currently our club does not have a children's
class, instead we accept Junior High School students or older. The
current club members are from 15 to 70 years old.

Q: How do you usually engage/meet/train? How often and
where do you meet? Who are the instructors or leaders?

A: We practice twice a week (Sunday 3 pm and Friday 7 pm) in the
EJCA hall. We do not practice around long weekends. | (Hideji Ono)
am the instructor of the club, however, we have several senior
students that can also give instructions as required.

Q: As a club leader, what is a message you would like to get
out to prospective members?

A: If you are interested in martial arts but don't know which one
is best for you, then try Jodo out. Our club accepts a tryout for
free, and then if you are interested, just try it for a month to get
comfortable.

Q: How can people contact you for questions and/or to join?
(A website or an email? Whom should they reach out to?)

A: Our website is https://ejca.org/jodo-club and has all the details.
You can also email me at hideji.ono@shaw.ca, or drop in during the
class and just ask.

This article is a shortened version. The full interview is available on
EJCA’s website under the club information page.

To club leaders: if you’d like to be featured, please reach out to
stefan@ejca.org and submit a form!
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EJCA Kitchen Renovation Project:
Phase 1 Completed!

Sanae Ohki

The EJCA Kitchen Renovation Project Team completed Phase 1 on
October 31, 2023! EJCA applied for a Japanese Canadian Legacy
Society (JCLS) grant of $250,000. We will hear the result in mid-
December. | will explain the scope of the project.

We had only 11 weeks to complete Phase 1 between the project
start date in August and the grant application deadline on October
31,2023. In those 11 weeks, the Team had to decide the scope, hire
a kitchen specialist as a consultant, draw design details, receive

a quotation from at least three builders, write/collect required
documents, contact the JCLS to receive guidelines and apply for
the grant. To achieve these tasks on time, the Team had weekly
meetings. | am proud of the team members who worked hard

to maintain the project timelines and successfully applied for

the grant. I'd also like to thank the EJCA and ACL members who
promptly provided the required information!

Background:

On July 18,2023, the board members, several EJCA member
representatives and the Argyll Community League (ACL, our
partner who owns the centre building) president met and
discussed limitations/possibilities of renovating the kitchen area
and other options for renovating the centre. On July 21, Susanne
Tabata, the CEO of the JCLS, visited EJCA and told us the scope of
the grants available for the survivors and the Japanese Canadian
communities. Susanne recommended that EJCA apply for the
Infrastructure Improvement grant: the maximum is $250,000.

The EJCA Board and ACL agreed to renovate and modernize the
kitchen. By August 8, a project team was established. Realizing that
the team had only 11 weeks to define all the details required for the
grant application, the team made a precise action plan.

The project members and kitchen design consultant:

Paul Fujishige: EJCA president. A liaison person with the JCLS and
acts on critical issues.

Sanae Ohki (Chair): EJCA Board member. She was an IT project
manager and was a project member when the Centre was built in
1994; she knows the details of EJCA operations.

Junichi Hashimoto: EJCA member. He was the architect when the
centre was built in 1994. With his rich experience in architecture, he
provides us with advice.

Cathy Tennant: Past EJCA president. A frequent user of the EJCA
kitchen. Her leadership and knowledge in the operation of EJCA is
valuable.

Ted Asai: EJCA member. A specialist in restaurant management
with a lot of experience in managing and owning restaurants. His
experience in designing and building professional kitchens, hiring
companies, and overseeing the construction process are significant
assets.

David Trautman: ACL president and the past office manager of the
Centre. He will manage the project's construction phase once the
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funds become available.
June Elgert: ACL member. A professional buyer with a rich
knowledge of kitchen equipment.

By August 29, a kitchen design consultant, Nic Wells, was hired,
and detailed reviews of the kitchen areas were held. Nic Wells (a)
created Food Service drawings from architectural base building
drawings, and (b) selected kitchen equipment and designed

the layout. Using these documents, the project team received
quotations from builders.

The key scope of the project:

Scope 1: The renovation areas include the current kitchen, the bar
and the utility room next to the kitchen. (It was found that the wish
to make the kitchen space wider was not possible without major
structural changes.)

Scope 2: Replace old equipment with modern, efficient, multi-task
and space-saving equipment. These replacements will give more
working space in the new kitchen.

Scope 3: Electric lines/power will be redesigned. The sinks will be
improved. A dishwasher area will be redesigned.

Scope 4: New walls, floors and stainless-steel countertops will
maintain the cleanliness of the kitchen with less effort.

Scope 5: Improving wheelchair accessibility.

The Team expects the EJCA and ACL will use the kitchen more
often and increase the number of rentals with catering services as a
result of the kitchen renovation.

Achievements by the Phase 1:

«  Defined project objectives and scope.

+  Established a project team.

«  Hired a kitchen design contractor.

« Listed at least 7 possible builders for requesting quotations.

+  Sentaninvitation to the builders and organized site visits for
them.

«  Received three quotations and evaluated the quotations.

«  Gathered/created required documents for grant application.

«  Decided on the budget requirements.

«  Applied for the grant.

Next steps:

While waiting for a grant announcement in mid-December, we will
check the references of three builders and list decision-making
criteria for deciding on a builder. Also, we will finalize the design
documents and budget.

If the grant is awarded, the project will enter Phase 2. We will
decide on a builder, make a contract, decide on a renovation
period and move to the construction phase.

The attached chart is a brief sketch of a new kitchen.
If you have any questions email us at director2@ejca.org
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JCYL Discord Server

The NAJC’s Young Leaders Committee has started a Discord Server!
Join the Japanese Canadian Young Leaders Discord community
and connect with other young Japanese Canadian and Nikkei (ages
14-35) to embrace your heritage and identity, make meaningful
connections and celebrate the unique blend of

Japanese and Canadian cultures.

Engage in discussions about community
events, arts, literature, food and more! Join
the JCYL today and be part of a supportive and
inclusive community that values your voice.
Let’s learn, grow, and build lasting connections
together!

Click the link below to join:
https://discord.gg/6yvqGTV3

A Japanese Translation of Ken Adachi,
“The Enemy That Never Was, A History
of Japanese Canadians”

Takashi Ohki

This is my Japanese translation of Ken Adachi, “The Enemy That
Never Was”, published in 1976. It is now available on the Edmonton
Japanese Community Association website: 777E L7\ o 7cil-7 >
THEF

In 1959, the National Association of Japanese Canadians
recognized the need for a comprehensive history of Japanese
Canadians and commissioned Ken Adachi, a Nisei and the
literature critic for the Toronto Star newspaper, to write the book.
After many twists and turns, the book was published in 1976.

“The Enemy That Never Was, A History of Japanese Canadians”,
begins with the story of Japan's isolationist period, moves
through the experiences of discrimination against Japanese
Canadians before and during World War Il, and ends with a
description of the Japanese Canadian community in the early
1970s. The book vividly describes the history of Japanese
Canadians, especially the experiences, thoughts, and feelings of
the Nisei born in Canada.

Please read this book as an introduction to Japanese Canadian
history. The English book is available in the EJCA’s Gordon
Hirabayashi Library, Catalog N 2383.
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Explore Japan: Enriching Students'
Knowledge on Japanese Culture and
Language

Rika Kim

This year’s Explore Japan was held on October 26, 2023, at the
Institute for Innovation in Second Language Education (IISLE).
Each year, over 200 students from schools all around Edmonton
who are taking Japanese courses gather to experience and learn
more about Japanese culture outside of the regular classroom. The
program consists of six different sessions: calligraphy, exchange
programs, karate, kimono, taiko, and tea ceremony. | believe that
all the students that got to experience this program were extremely
lucky in that not everyone interested in Japanese culture and
language can have an opportunity like this.

My name is Rika Kim and | am a Japanese Korean born and raised
in Canada. | am a graduate of the Metro Edmonton Japanese
Community School, and currently in the Faculty of Education at the
University of Alberta, majoring in Japanese. As | started my student
teaching at Harry Ainlay near the end of October, | was able to
come along with the students to experience and learn more about
Japanese culture alongside the students. | started my student
teaching at Harry Ainlay only a day before Explore Japan which
gave me the wonderful opportunity to come along and see what
the program is all about.

The first session for my group was the exchange program
presentations done by students from Harry Ainlay High School and
Paul Kane High School who had got to experience high school life
in different cities in Hokkaido. This was a wonderful opportunity
for students to present and listen, as the students could share
about their unique and personal experiences and learn about what
students can expect if they go on an exchange to Japan.

After the exchange program presentation, students went on to
experience the tea ceremony. The session began with a demo,
showcasing the intricate and delicate process when performing a
tea ceremony, along with explanations of each step and why those
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steps are important. During the demo, students got to learn about
the discipline and training required to carry out a tea ceremony,
as well as some religious aspects of the tea ceremony such as
purification. Following the demo, students got to whisk the tea for
their partners and tasted not only the tea but a Japanese baked
pastry called kurimanjuu.

The calligraphy session came after the tea ceremony, and students
got to pick a kanji character to write. Of course, before they started
writing, students had to learn about the different tools used for
calligraphy, as well as the importance of posture when writing and
how to hold the fude properly. It was amazing to see the students
persevere and continue to practice the kanji until they got the
results that they liked.

Next was the kimono session where students not only learned
about the history and types of kimono, but also got to pick out a
yukata to try on. Students picked out the yukata and obi to try on,
and took pictures with their classmates.

Following that session was the lunch break where students who
ordered a Japanese bento box got to try some popular Japanese
foods like karaage, tamagoyaki, and of course sushl! After our lunch
break ended, students went to the gym for the final activities, taiko
and karate sessions. Although both of the sessions were more
physical than the others, they both still had important lessons on
the key virtues such as discipline and human spirit for taiko, and
respect and calmness for karate.

Learning a language is not all about grammar and vocabulary,
and students do learn about various aspects of Japanese culture
in the classroom by watching videos and reading about them

in textbooks. However, | believe just learning about them by
watching those videos and answering questions about them is not
always very exciting or engaging. Being able to have that hands-
on experience helps students appreciate and enjoy the culture
even more than they already are. The students can enrich their
knowledge about the culture and language by actually doing

the activities they see in the videos and textbooks, which is an
extremely fortunate opportunity. | am so grateful and ecstatic to
see that this kind of program is available to the students and hope
students understand the great value the program brings.

Notes by the Explore Japan Steering Committee: The program
started in 2010. The event in 2023 was the 12th Explore Japan. We
did not have the event in 2020/2021 because of the COVID-19. EJCA
provided 13 instructors/assistants and all equipment/tools for the
sessions. The Consulate General of Japan in Calgary and Alberta
Education funded the event. Edmonton Public School Board
supported the program by offering their facility and staff.

One-minute video: Explore Japan 2023
Website:EJCA - Explore Japan
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Japanese Language Program for the Online Classes

Winter Term Japanese for Adults Date Time
Language and culture are closely related and learning Japanese B1-2 Introductory Jan 16 to Mar 19, 2024 7-9pm
is the first step to building a deeper understanding of Japan and (10 Tuesdays)

being able to relate with other people. Come join our class and B2-2 Beginner Jan 17 to Mar 20. 2024 7-9 pm

experience the fascination of the Japanese language and explore

Intermediate (10 Wednesdays)
Japanese culture with us.

Cost: $165 until December 31, $190 after January 1

We will be offering both online and in-person classes beginning Textbook: Genki | 3rd edition
this term to meet your needs and apply for the early bird discount
if you register by the end of December. For registration and more In-Person Classes
information on each class, click on the class name that applies.
Japanese for Adults Date Time
For the prerequisites of each level or the Placement test for each
level , please visit: https://ejca.org/japanese-for-adults for Adults B1-2 Introductory Jan 16 to Mar 5, 2024 6:30-9 pm
class or https://ejca.org/japanese-for-teens for Teens class. (8 Tuesdays)

Cost: $165 until December 31, $190 after January 1
Textbook: Genki | 3rd edition

If you have any questions, please contact lessons@ejca.org

Japanese for Teens Date Time

L1-2 Introductory Jan 14 to Mar 10, 2024 1-3pm
(8 Sundays)

L2-2 Beginner Jan 14 to Mar 10, 2024 1-3pm

Intermediate (8 Sundays)

Cost: $120 until December 31, $140 after January 1
Textbook:

L1-2: Marugoto Al Rikai

L2-2 Marugoto Al Rikai & Marugoto A2-1 Katsudo

BAEX v I ERE—HOY:2024FK%
HDZER

EJCATIRFLDELREENEZ >STRRDF TR HEHRITHEMNT
FEBDIIRZRBZLTVET,

HEs:  KBEH
18178.318.
2B7H. 14H. 21H.
3H6H. 13H. 208 (A&t8ME)

HAZEFXvX:3~5F O9E309~11K00C3 DTIBCZEHTEXETL, BRENVWVAEIZTISADE. NETHEAT
RE—HOY:0~2F 10BE309~12B00C% BoENTHLWWTT R, URLESTHEREBIZRZAZ/L1T—
A IREVFEAXEIHEREE 6750 88Street, Edmonton DEELTEEEICSEMLTEET W,

RIMEITABISELBRWSBIEF v EILTB D HBDET, .
SME: IRES50RIL EJCADRBENEMTEXT,

HAREBCTEHCITRICEDEIERET 7D IS TR ERLARDLT BIEOTIND:2024F1810H

WET, IR DFTABDE FBU. hERSTHEV. EEBVZEL ¥Ry B8R Edmonton Japanese Community Association - B4<:E
TREBYHEBALBREBICHLATERSBICADLSICFELT FwX - Winter 2024 (ejca.org)

WET, IEEBICITRUIEEDHDETOT. BBEISRDETERERE ZHERf:events@ejca.org
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Guest Taiko Instructor

In September, Kita No Taiko was delighted to host professional
taiko player, Kristy Oshiro, from Sacramento for a weekend of
workshops exclusively for our members. Hosting is something we
are only able to do once every few years so
these occasions are very special.

Working exclusively with our group also
meant Kristy could tailor their workshops to
our skill level. This experience was mutually
beneficial; for our group, it was incredibly
inspirational and from this we hope to
present new performance material in the
future. For Kristy, it was a chance to work
with a group who knows each other and
works together well, and they got to see how
advanced they could go with their teaching.

Library Corner

Library Volunteers

Hard to believe that the days, weeks and months have passed
so quickly that it is almost the end of the old year and time to
welcome a bright new year!

And so, it is time to practice the Japanese tradition of “New Year’s
Big Cleaning” or “the End-of-the-year Clean-up” (KRR EZ5
C). Unlike the “Spring Cleaning” that we may be used to, living in
Canada, this custom applies not only to the house but to temples,
shrines, workplaces and schools.

Itis an ancient ritual that can be traced back to about 1000 years.
People in Japan try to clean their house at the end of the year to
welcome the Buddha and Shinto gods to a clean house and get
good fortune from the gods.

Itis also a tradition to pay off any outstanding debts and settle any
disputes... to start the year off fresh! Could this apply somehow to
the library? We have a number of items that have been outstanding
for much longer than 3 months, perhaps buried under papers

and other books in your house or residing in your bookcase.
Unreturned items are a costly expense for us to replace but it is also
inconsiderate to members who are wishing to borrow these items.

Let the returning of outstanding books and videos be part of your
cleaning up and starting the new year renewed! We are happy to
receive items during office hours, Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 1:00
pm or on Tuesday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. If these hours
are not convenient, you can put your items in a paper or plastic bag
and deposit them in the outside mailbox.

Wishing you all a great “New Year’s Big Clean-up”, and a joyful and
healthy New Year!
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The Greatest Travel Tips Kyoto (JC5072) |[IS{E

This book is full of excellent information
and places to visit, with useful maps
included. It was reviewed and highly
recommended by one of the library
volunteers who stayed in Kyoto for two
months every year, until COVID curtailed
his travels. He feels it is a valuable source
of information about his favourite city in
Japan.
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Japanese Inns and Hot Springs: A Guide
to Japan’s Best Ryokan and Onsen
(JC4733)

52 ;:1 |
| JAPAN

This book is richly illustrated and
thoroughly researched, and is a definitive
guide to Japanese spas and hot springs
known as ryokans. The ryokans presented
range from historic properties in Kyoto and
Hakone to luxury retreats like Zaborin in
Hokkaido and Tenku-no-Mori in Kyushu.
The book won the North American Travel Journalists Association’s
Excellence in Travel Journalism Award.
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Kyoto City of Zen (JC 4401)

This pictorial travel guide will be of
interest to those fascinated with the city’s
unique history, planning a trip to Kyoto
or just wondering why it is such a popular
travel destination. It provides a valuable
insight into Kyoto’s culture, visits the
most important gardens, temples and
shrines, and shares the exquisite foods,
artistic crafts, religious ceremonies and
architectural traditions that continue to flourish after more than

a millennium. These can be enjoyed through the more than 350
beautiful photographs by Ben Simmons who captures the essence
of the soul and spirit of Kyoto.

TKSADBEETHERINCO—MIZ RO — U RELICHKT
ENFEARBADRITEFE L TV A BERELCNIFEARDR
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Cool Tokyo Guide: Adventures in The
City of Kawaii Fashion, Train Sushi and
Godzilla, Abby Denson (JC 4746)

The author who wrote the popular “Cool
Japan Guide”, focuses on Tokyo in this
book which is written in manga style and
will appeal to adults and teens alike. In

a fun way, it talks about culture shock,
Tokyo survival skills and illustrates some of
the typical questions that you might have
about visiting this amazing city that mixes the best of new and old.
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Late Autumn [ # B#1 directed by
Yasujiro Ozu (V3132)

This movie by Ozu, an internationally,
highly regarded and influential Japanese
film-maker is one of his more serious
themed films. Other popular Ozu films
include Late Spring, Tokyo Story and An
Autumn Afternoon. Late Autumn follows
three older men to try to help the widow of
a late friend to marry off her daughter. The
daughter is not happy with the proposals, mainly because she is
reluctant to leave her mother.
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Good Morning /| 845 directed by
Yasujiro Ozu (V3292)

One of Ozu’s lighthearted films, Good
Morning, deals with the challenges of
intergenerational relationships. It is

a charming comedy about two young
brothers who stop talking to their parents
in protest after their parents refuse to buy
a television set. It is full of subtle gags,
shows life in a suburb of Tokyo where
housewives gossip and unemployed husbands look for work as
door-to-door salesmen, and shows the foibles of the adult world
through the eyes of children.
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2024 Membership Renewal

With December approaching fast, please watch out for that

email from EJCA that reminds you to renew your membership

by December 31, 2023. Here are some hints on how to do this
easily online. It should be straightforward, but please reach out to
membership@ejca.org or nihongo@ejca.org in case of questions or
problems.

Renewing online

« Inyour renewal email you will find a link that leads you
directly to the login page of your membership profile on ejca.
org. Just follow the renewal process!

«  Atanytimeyou may login at ejca.org. There you will find the
option to renew your membership for another year.

«  Please update your contact details—is your address still
correct? Do you still want all communication being copied to
the secondary email you have provided? Has anything else
changed?

«  Don’tforget that the email to use to log in is the main email
you signed up with. The secondary email that you have
provided in your profile is only for communications.

We hope you choose the online payment option—it’s quick and
easy!

Q: Can | switch my membership level?

Yes! In this case, look for the “Change” link next to your current
level. This will initiate the transition to a new level (e.g. switching
from “Single” to “Single Senior”).

Please refer to https://ejca.org/faq/9097518 for more information.

Q: 1 am a senior member on a free membership tier. What
should I do?

Nothing! Your membership will be extended automatically. If you
no longer wish to be renewed, please contact membership@ejca.
org so that we may update our records.

Q: 1 am without internet access or email, or am not
comfortable with renewing online. What can | do?

You may renew by mail and pay your membership fee by cheque.
Complete the form at the back of this issue and mail it along with a
cheque to EJCA.

For more about how to renew and what to watch out for:
Regarding email and login: https://ejca.org/faq/11573706
Regarding renewal: https://ejca.org/faq/9097518
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Take a Haiku Break!

Shajin Watanabe and Yuka Good Striker

HAIKU IN ENGLISH

Andy Wong Frozen
In the brisk Autumn night
By the full red moon

Harvesting apples
Autumn chill in morning breeze
Tastes almost sweeter

Review 1: When the moon is close to the horizon, due to the
atmospheric influences, for the same reason that sunrise and
sunset appears in red, the moon looks reddish just like moonrise
and moonset. While being immersed in the lyrical atmosphere

of a brisk Autumn night, the author sensed eerie feelings of the
bloody, poisonous looking “full red moon”. In the ancient time,

the red moon was said to be “an omen of an earthquake,” or
“ominous sign,” although none of them are scientifically proven.
The author expressed the startled feeling when looking up the
moon as “Frozen.” Also, he might have used the word because “the
full red moon” made him feel as though seeing a scenery from
primeval times. The poetry expresses his surprise when the familiar
moon showed him the face that he had never seen before. Haiku’s
principle is “Now, Here, and I.” The same thing can be said for a
surprise in any poetry.

Review 2: The poetry describes a joy of harvesting apples: the
author sensed apples’ sweet scents and crispness of autumn wind
while harvesting apples in the morning. | interpret apples here are
lightly connected to the apples in the Eden.

Zavian Sildra Full moon gleams above the streetlights
As | look up, the city noise recedes

A moment of quiet solitude

A playful magpie
Tossing around dry leaves in the street
The rain will fall soon

Review 1: While watching the bright full moon over the
streetlights, the author found herself in a quiet solitude even in the
city noise. In phycology, regardless of the person’s age, when they
find the existence of themselves, the person is said to reach their
maturity. The quietness and solitudes help a person grow. Even if
you grow up in the city noise, you should be able to be aware of
your own being. If not, you are lacking something as a person.

Review 2: The expression of “A playful magpie” is very effective.
The poetry is written based on a good observation of the subject.
The rain in the last line might be a blessed rain, | guess.
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HAIKU IN JAPANESE

The rain is gone
From the hem of clouds
The moon shows her face

Kyoko Yano

Review: This haiku just turned a prose into the haiku form of 5-7-5.
As Haiku is an art of poetry, it is important to use expressions that
differ from phrases you would use in a daily life. As such, changing
the order of words and untying the knot at the end is one way of
poetic expression. Example: “The moon shows her face/From the
hem of clouds/The rain is gone.” A part of the art of words is how
you say it, and the art of words is literature. While you write haiku,
ask yourself: “how is this expression? Does this expression resonate
readers?” Please challenge the art of words while struggling over
how to express what you feel and what you see.

Over Milky Way
Goose makes
A Northern bridge

Setsuo Nakaya

By too many mooncakes to eat
| celebrate the moon
At the thirteenth night

Review 1: In the legend, a loving couple was separated by the
order of the father (emperor), and only on July 7th, two magpies
spread their wings and let the man and his wife cross Milky Way to
meet with each other. Magpies are said to be talkative and could
be an omen. Unlike Mr. Nakaya’s other works, this work is a mere
recreation of this legend. | would like you to focus on your own
expression.

Review 2: "The 13th night" is an event unique to Japan, and the
phrase “too many to eat” reminds me of “tsukimi-dango (moon
rice dumplings); however, by surprise, knot is untied with the moon
cakes for Chinese celebration of 15th night, which gives a comical
effect and makes the haiku interesting.

The afternoon ends
The sun is leaving
From the autumn town

Yuka Good Striker

The day | saw
An autumn rainbow
With ailing friend

Review 1: The edited by Shajin: “One day closes/The sun is leaving/
From the autumn town”

This haiku came with a note: “original idea by Kyoko O’Neill:
Afternoon ends and from early evening the scenery changes its
colours.” Kyoko had submitted her haiku from the beginning of this
haiku section. Yuka Good Striker let me know of Kyoko’s passing. Her
representative work is: “I put the sun high/Before | start/Shoveling
snow.” Snowshoveling in Canada is described well, and you can see
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a life of the person who used to the land and its snow of Canada. You
could add a line “read on behalf of Kyoko O’Neill to this haiku. The
above note accompanied with the haiku is said to be a part of the
last message from her. | heard that after her passing, her mother and
sister read her haiku published in this corner and the mother traced
the printed haiku over and over again.

Review 2: The original haiku is too prosaic; therefore, | edited as:
Autumn rainbow/The same one wish/mine and hers No need to say.
The mind of two seeing the same rainbow is the same.
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Look Forward to Our Upcoming
Holiday Quiz!

| Stefan and Lénérd Grossmann

With the days getting shorter and colder, you will want to warm
up a bit by exercising those ‘mental muscles’ and having a bit of a
challenge, right?

As is now becoming an unofficial EJCA tradition, your “puzzles,
quizzes and riddles” team has again thought about what to do
for this year’s holiday season, and we will have another surprise
activity (and hopefully some prizes) coming up for you.

Do check out our website at ejca.org after December 1st, 2023 for
all details and to begin your challenge!
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Tsume #15

| Lénard & Stefan Grossmann
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Tsume shogi [ FE& 1Tl

Puzzle - November Solution - September

Tsume: a shogi miniature 1. Pawndropsonlc
problem in which the 2. Kingtakeson 1c
goal is to checkmate the 3. Silvermovesto 2.C
opponent's king. Every iggcpkﬁzlztes with
move has to be a check!

Sente moves first

Visit ejca.org/shogi-club to check out our
upcoming events, meetings, trainings!

KHBIFBH%ED
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OBITUARY

Yoshiko Motokado

We are saddened to announce the passing of Yoshiko
(Yosh) Motokado in her 89th year after a heroic fight
with illness.

She was predeceased by her husband Bob in 2022
and will be greatly missed by her family including
her children, grandchildren and great-grandchild.

Yoshiko was born in Vancouver, B.C., the daughter

of a small Japanese Canadian business owner Heijiro
Matsubayashi. In 1942, she and her family were relocated

by the federal government from the B.C. coast to the Lemon Creek
internment camp in the Slocan Valley, B.C. where they resided until
April 1949. Her adventurous spirit took her to Toronto/Montreal
where she met Bob, a member of the RCAF and married in 1960.

As a military spouse, she embraced the military life, and had fond
memories of the people and places they moved to, especially the
posting in Baden-Soellingen, West Germany.

Retirement brought time to spend with her many interests like arts
and crafts, bowling, travel, music, gardening and decorating. She
was a long-time member of the Edmonton Japanese Community
Association and the Matsu no Kai 55+ Club, volunteering at many
events over the years. Her good humour and warm, friendly nature
will always be remembered.

Edmonton Journal Obituary
https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/yoshiko-
motokado-1088976436
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OBITUARY
Toyomi Oshiki
(Submitted by Toyomi’s daughter, Erika Oshiki)

Itis with deep sadness that we announce the passing
of Toyomi Oshiki on August 27, 2023 at the age of 84 in
Edmonton, Alberta. She is predeceased by her husband,
Tsutomu Oshiki and is survived by her children, Hajime
and Erika Oshiki, as well has her 3 brothers and 3 sisters
and many nieces and nephews living in Japan.

Toyomi has been a wonderful daughter, sister, wife and
mother. She enjoyed Japanese culture and food. She was a fan
of sumo wrestling and classical music. She loved the beauty of
nature and the simple things in life. She loved and was loved and
will be dearly missed.

Her obituary can be found at Serenity Funeral Homes. In lieu of
flowers, we are asking that people consider making a donation to
the University of Alberta Hospital Foundation.
https://www.serenity.ca/obituaries/Toyomi-Oshiki?obld=28859790
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https://www.serenity.ca/obituaries/Toyomi-Oshiki?obld=28859790
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Editor’s Note

Aya Kymson

And just like that, it’s the last issue of the year. A big thank you to
everyone who supported Moshi Moshi and EJCA!

How did 2023 treat you? Us editors are a little bit relieved at the
moment that we were able to continue publishing each and every
issue yet again this year.

2023 was the year of the rabbit in both the Japanese and Chinese

zodiac. Next year will be the year of the dragon. Dragon is the only
mythical creature of the 12 zodiacs. The exact reason is unknown

but apparently there are many theories around it.

Dragons have been a symbol of power and an auspicious creature
in China since ancient times. It is said to symbolize strength and
success, and thus a year of the dragon is a year of new beginnings
and opportunities.

Have you noticed some significant differences in appearance
between eastern dragons from Japanese and/or Chinese folktales
and western dragons you’ve seen in Hollywood movies? While in
some Asian countries such as Japan and China they’re considered
sacred, they’re often treated as evil in western culture too...and
what about the differences in three kanji that represent dragons: “
oE» «=z» “E="»

Be”, “&8” and “K”?

[{F==4

%" is actually a simpler version of “B€”, so essentially they mean
the same thing; but it feels to me that Japanese people tend to
use “B” to refer to eastern dragons while “&” is more often used
to refer to western dragons. The kanji “/=” didn’t originally mean
dragons, but when animals are assigned to each zodiac, dragons
were associated with the kanji “/=”, hence Japanese people use

“IR” as dragons in modern day as well.

I’m curious to see what the year of the dragon brings us. | wish you
all a peaceful and fruitful year. Have a wonderful holiday, everyone.

See you in the next issue!

We always look forward to hearing from you too—do consider
submitting your story!

Moshi Moshi Editors: moshimoshi@ejca.org

Get noticed here!

Advertising in Moshi Moshi means reaching
. our targeted audience at a modest cost.
i Plus, members receive special pricing!

Interested? Email moshimoshi@ejca.org or visit
https://ejca.org/moshi-moshi-ads to learn more. .
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- Flooring - Tile work
- Trim work - Bathroom
- Deck - Framing
-Drywall - Painting

CONSTRUCTION
Motoi Aita (fHH & HU Tz £400)

Home Renovations / Construction

Cell: 780-915-6164
E-mail : aita_construction@yahoo.com

BFREBTOY—EALESTEHVET,
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Edmonton Japanese Christian Church

1 Worship Service 2:30 PM
Sunday School 1:30 PM

B%E meeting at:

9802 - 76 Avenue
(Zion Baptist Community Church)

website: www.ejcc.ca

’ &
KI-FU-NE JAPAN®
Enrich your life with COOL JAPAN!
Authentic Japanese gift j;ems
AABEHA BUYCRE
7609 - 109 Street NW #101  ~/0 “"

Edmonton, AB TéG 1C3 ]
Open at the new location in March 242
PHONE: 780.341.5424

info@kifune-edmenton.com

www.kifune-edmonton.com Visit us on Facebqbk

Boulangeric &

Bont

On February 1st, Bonjour Bakery will be
relocating to the address below.
As always, we look forward to your visit!

CDETEDEFRICHIERZBASEICIRD R U,
R T REERULWAEDZBIELE T,
EROIRIEZOLDBRHERL LEFTEDET,

Yvan and Ritsuko Chartrand
9913 82 Ave - 780-433-5924 - bonjourbakery.ca
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"Know
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 Rights _

An individual’s guide
hen interacting with polic

More information is available at
edmontonpolice.ca/KnowYourRights

EDMONTON

POLICE

SERVICE

TOKIWA

RAMEN

Brewery District
11978 — 104 Ave

“‘Homemade noodles”
“Naturally crafted soup”
“Limited quantity every day”
“‘No MSG, No commercial seasoning”

For employment inquiry:
Info@tokiwaramen.ca
780-498-1299
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EJCA Board of Directors & Committees
November 2022-October 2023

Board of Directors Officers
and Executive Committee

President
Paul Fujishige

Vice-President
Tamara Sutherland

Secretary
Brenda Madsen

Treasurer
Jim Hoyano

Board Directors
Eldon Kymson
Lénard Grossmann
Sanae Ohki

Stefan Grossmann
Yuka Good Striker

Finance Committee
Jim Hoyano (Chair)
Bob Tennant

Paul Fujishige

NAJC Liaison

Paul Fujishige
Takashi Ohki
Tamara Sutherland

Vision

To create a supportive community that embraces
human rights and enriches lives

Mission

To provide gathering opportunities in Edmonton
to promote Japanese and Japanese Canadian

Library Committee
Cathy Tennant (Chair)
Adeline Panamaroff
Jim Hoyano

Nancy Cyr

Library Work Group
Adeline Panamaroff
Andrew McKenna
Cathy Tennant
EmiLeung

Hayden Beaumont
Jim Hoyano

Mia Taylor

Mike Waszkiewicz
Ritsuko Chartrand

EJCA-Argyll Joint Committee

Brenda Madsen
Paul Fujishige

Ai Nakamura (non-voting)

Communications
Work Group
Eldon Kymson
Tamara Sutherland

Culture Programs
Work Group
Mineko Koto
Sanae Ohki

Yukiko Nagakura

Garden Work Group
John Priegert (Chair)
Alan Davis

Cathy Tennant

Les Dowdell

Ruriko Davis

Web Admin Team
Andre Prefontaine
Eldon Kymson
Mana Low

Stefan Grossmann

Scholarship & Grant
Work Group

David Mitsui

Daiyo Sawada

Facility Manager
TBA
facility@ejca.org
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Culture, language, traditions and history

Values

BACBRAFTEDOXIL. 5. Gt BELZLO
BRL IREVRTESHARZIRMTS

A &t

« We treat all people with dignity and respect

« We appreciate and model that diversity of our

Canadian society

« We believe in honouring our history and sharing .

it with others

« We encourage the contributions and gifts of all

our members

Slogan

TANTOANICEBRERF>THEITS
AFARRICEVWTESHRM ZRHLRE LS
AEOBEICHBEEILVNHETS
REAFBTADERZREMIE2ERERZHE
FRTILN—ZNP DT ZOEEDERERHEIC
IREVI RO RELTOEMYT S
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The best of Both Worlds (Canadian & Japanese)
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Office Manager
Ai Nakamura
office@ejca.org

Kitchen Renovation Project
Committee

Sanae Ohki (Chair)

Cathy Tennant

Dave Trautman (ACL)

June Elgert (ACL)

Junichi Hashimoto

Paul Fujishige

Ted Asai

Committee Advocating
for Racial Equality
Carley Okamura (Co-chair)
Kevin Higa (Co-chair)
Eldon Kymson

Hitomi Suzuta

Janis Sasaki

Oliver Rossier

Olenka Bilash

Paul Fujishige

Takashi Ohki

Téa Miyanaga

Terri Rolfson

Published by

EJCA

IFEILY
=k 34 (47}

Editorial Address
6750 88 St NW
Edmonton, Alberta
T6E 5H6

moshimoshi@ejca.org

Editors
Aya Kymson
Eldon Kymson

Translators

Aya Kymson
Dalvir Gill

Mana Low

Sanae Ohki

Yuka Good Striker
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Mail or drop off this application form
with a cheque payable to EJCA to:

Please check the following to indicate your understanding.

EJCA c/o Membership
6750 88 St NW, Edmonton, AB T6E 5H6

Annual Membership Application Form

IREVFEFXXNLESE SEEREHAE

° Apply online at:
ejca.org/become-a-member

|:| *| agree with the EJCA vision and mission statement. EJCAOERIBRCEFBAEICERLET,

|:| *As a member of EJCA, | give my consent to receive emails from EJCA regarding programs, events, updates, and inquiries.
EJCARBELTEICAEDTOYSLAATEERN. BHSE L De-mail2Z ITIZ ZCICARLET,

|:| *l understand that photos and video of EJCA activities may be posted in the newsletter or EJCA website. If | do not want my
images posted, | will avoid the camera. EJCADEEIIEERETADH T R—LR—IPRBRICBEINZIENHDI L E2H>TW
T EERET AN BEINCBRVRIF. BEEPETHICESHBWVLSICLET,

|:| *All personal data is used for EJCA’s internal use only. B ABRIZEJCAOBIITEIFICEDNLE T,

(*required fields *® 9 TEEALIETWY)
*Application date (YYYY/MM/DD):
*First name:
*Mailing address:
*Postal code:
*Email:
*Membership status: |:| New |:| Renewal

*Membership type / fee I:I Single (under 70 years old) $20

|:| Junior (13-17 years old) $5
|:| Senior Single (70+ years old) Free

*Newsletter subscription: I:I Online or I:I Printed

Spouse first name:

Child 1 first name: Child 2 first name:

Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD): Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD):

Guardian full name (*Junior applicant):

Spouse last name:

Guardian email (*Junior applicant):

*Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD):

*Last name:

*Phone:
Secondary email:

*Fee paid by: |:| Cash |:| Cheque

I:I Family (all members under 70 years old) $35
|:| Senior Couple (one senior 70+ years old) $20

|:| Senior Couple (both seniors 70+ years old) Free

I:I BAzEH O (Iwould like to receive information for
Japanese speaking members)

Spouse date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD):

Child 3 first name: Child 4 first name:

Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD): Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD):

Guardian phone (*Junior applicant):




